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Grand Knight’s Message 

Letter from a Great (Grateful) Fan 

 

Dear Knights,                                                                                                                                                                                                   

November 13, 2008 

 

I thought I must take time to tell you. Thank you. 

 

Thank you for the time and effort each of you give to this great 

organization / ministry.  This great force of men ( with a great 

force of women's help :) are a great source of contributions to 

Saint Joseph.  I really believe that.  I know I used several 

"greats" in there, but the word that really comes to mind is 

"grateful". I  

am grateful. 

   

The presence of the Knights at the Saturday 5:00 pm Mass adds 

such a welcomed experience for me every time.  You gentlemen 

are a sharp and good  

looking bunch.  I know it must take a lot of work to look that 

good and I appreciate your effort.   

   

But, out of my own selfishness, I would really like to see you as 

part of the Mass a lot more throughout the year. 

 

Our Lord, Our Lady and Father Michael J. McGivney, must 

smile down on you often because they are pleased. 

  

We must pray for the Canonization of your Founder. 

 

I pray that God will bless you and your families well.    

  

Sincerely, 

Your Fan 

Gail Ann Tharp 

 

April 2009 Events and New fraternal Year 

 

The April Business Meeting will be used to start the nomination 

of the New Officers who will lead Council 8954 into the 2009 - 

2010 fraternal year.  If you would like to be considered for that 

Slate of Officers, please let us know as soon as possible.  The 

only requirements are that you have to be a Third Degree 

member in good standing.   

 

On April 9th 10th and 11th, the Easter Triduum, which consist of 

Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday. April 12th, 

Easter.  These are the Holiest Days of the Church. 

   

On April 16th, we will be having the annual Clergy Appreciation 

Dinner.  Come join us in honoring our Priest, Deacons and 

Seminarians.  We will have a wonderful menu and it is only Ten 

Dollars.  Brothers only.   

   

April 25th will bring the Saint Joseph First Annual Family Fun 

Run (Walk).  The ministries of Saint Joseph have come together 

for a 5K run to be held at Oakridge Country Club and a 

celebration on our field after the run.  

 

Easter (What day is it?) 

   

According to the New Testament, Christ was crucified on the eve 

of Passover and shortly afterward rose from the dead. In 

consequence, the Easter festival commemorated Christ's 

resurrection. In time, a serious difference over the date of the 

Easter festival arose among Christians. Those of Jewish origin 

celebrated the resurrection immediately following the Passover 

festival, which, according to their Babylonian lunar calendar, fell 

on the evening of the full moon (the 14th day in the month of 

Nisan, the first month of the year); by their reckoning, Easter, 

from year to year, fell on different days of the week. 

   

Constantine I, Roman emperor, convoked the Council of Nicaea 

in 325. The council unanimously ruled that the Easter festival 

should be celebrated throughout the Christian world on the first 

Sunday after the full moon following the vernal equinox; and that 

if the full moon should occur on a Sunday and thereby coincide 

with the Passover festival, Easter should be commemorated on 

the Sunday following. Coincidence of the feasts of Easter and 

Passover was thus avoided. 
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Charity Unity Fraternity 

GK Conard Kester Jr.

conardk@sbcglobal.net  

972-470-9170 

 

 

 
From the 

Grand Knight 

 
   Conard Kester 

 



 

Council Activities 
 

 

From the 

Deputy Grand 

Knight 

  
   Harold Hansen 

2009-2010 Calendar Proposals 

 

Included in this newsletter e-mailing is the proposed calendar for 

the fraternal year 2009 – 2010.  I ask everyone to review the 

events that are scheduled.  Please contact me if you have any 

questions, additions or deletions that you think should be part of 

the schedule.  Remember that this is the proposed calendar based 

on our past years experience and will not be voted on until later 

in the year.  I am open to new suggestions on fund raisers, 

activities, etc.   

As you review the proposed schedule I also ask you to consider 

which of the activities you will be participating in.  More 

importantly, which activity will you co-chair?  If you have never 

co-chaired an event now is the time to step up and volunteer for 

that activity.  We always have participation at the event but 

getting the event off the ground has been problematic for us the 

past couple of years.  Please prayerfully consider how you can 

help solve this problem and send me your event co-chair request.  

I will pencil you in on your favorite event. 

Contact me at 214-674-5567 or email me at 

hghansen@tx.rr.com. 

 

Harold 

 

 

 From the 

Past Grand Knight 

& 3-Year Trustee  
    Derek Storey 

Mystery Solved 

 

Two brother Knights were not recognized last month for their 

help at the Vocation Breakfast.  Those brothers were Carl 

Kocorek and Jon Hagaman.  My apology for the oversight. 

 

Derek 

 
Congratulations! 

 

Congratulations to Bobby Achilike, winner of the Knights of 

Columbus Squire Scholarship.  Bobby is Chief Squire of the 

Squire Circle (he is their "Grand Knight") and right know is 

Valedictorian for Garland High School.  He plans to attend 

school in Chicago. 

 

Charity Unity Fraternity 

Derek 

 

 

From the 

Prayer Director & 

2-Year Trustee 

  
 Joel Lanoux 

ST. JOSEPH 

PARTRON OF THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH 

PATRON OF OUR PARISH 

 

The greatest of God’s promises (that he would send us a Savior, 

Jesus) was entrusted to the care of a simple man and woman who 

were faithful to Jewish customs, looked with great anxiety for 

their lost Son, found Him, confronted Him, and took Him home 

where He was obedient to them.  Although we know little else 

about the man Joseph, we honor him as a model of faithfulness 

and righteousness.   

What little information we do possess about St. Joseph is all that 

really matters.  The Gospels convey the essential truth that 

Joseph received a unique vocation that placed him at the center 

of events surrounding Jesus’ birth, His childhood, and His 

maturing into a young man on the verge of His ministry.   

All vocations carry their own special challenges.  Joseph’s 

challenges were awesome: just and obedient servant of the Lord, 

husband to Mary, protector of the Holy Family, foster father of 

the Son of God himself.  This is why Joseph should be our 

special ally.  We should turn to Joseph in our needs because he 

was a man like us who struggled in a world that so often seemed 

confusing and uncertain.  We should turn to St. Joseph in our 

times of need—because he understands. 

Sources: Magnificat and Living Liturgy  

 

Joel 

 
CLERGY APPRECIATION DINNER 

 

The Clergy Appreciation Dinner, one of the most enjoyable and 

important events on our calendar, will take place in the St. 

Joseph Room on April 16th.  Social begins at 6:30 PM and 

dinner will be served at 7:00 PM.  This is a stag event and the 

charge is still only $10.00 for a wonderful steak dinner which 

will include salad, potatoes, vegetables and dessert.  Coffee, tea 

and wine will also be available.  Please plan to attend and join in 

our expression of appreciation for our clergy and seminarians.  

To reserve your steak dinner, please call Joel Lanoux at 972-

705-9867 or via e-mail at lanouxtx@tx.rr.com. 

 

Joel J. Lanoux, Trustee 

Prayer Director  

 



 

From the 

Financial Secretary 

 
  James Dulac 

Membership 

Anyone not having paid their yearly dues for 2009 please get 

your payment in to me as soon as possible.  Suspension notice 

letters will be mailed very soon.  We would very much love to 

keep you in our brotherhood.  If you’ve been hit with a hardship 

and have difficulty paying your dues because of it, and you are 

still interested in being a Knight, please contact our Worthy 

Grand Knight, Conard Kester, Jr. 

 

Thanks,  

Jim Dulac F. S. 

 

 

From the 

Pro-Life Director 

& Chancellor  
   Chris Glaser 

Pro-Life Message 

Brother Knights, 

 

The “Missionary Image of Our Lady of Guadalupe” is coming to 

Dallas for Holy Week!  The Image will visit each of the 5 Dallas 

abortion clinics in the day and will then visit diocesan parishes in 

the evening.  Please come, pray, and give witness when the 

Image visits the 2 clinics closest to us here at St. Joseph’s: 

Northpark and Planned Parenthood.  Her Image will be at the 

Northpark clinic (8363 Meadow Rd) on Tuesday, the 7th from 

8:00 AM until 10:30 AM.  Park at the gas station across the 

street.  On Saturday the 11th, the Image will be at planned 

parenthood (7424 Greenville Ave) from 8:00 AM until 10:00 

AM.  Please park at the Jason’s Deli.  On Wednesday the 8th, the 

Image will be at Prince of Peace in Plano from 5:30 to 9:00 PM 

for anyone to come and pray and learn about the history of the 

Image. Here is some of that history (more information at 

http://prolifedallas.org/pages/prayer_calendar ): 

“On several occasions the image has wept tears of oil. Once it 

wept on Christmas Day before an entire congregation. The priest 

told the people, ‘Our Lady is weeping on her Son's birthday for 

all of her children who have no birthday because of abortion.’” 

 

“Many people have felt the heartbeat of an unborn child in 

Mary's womb on the image. This sound has even been heard by a 

nurse with a stethoscope!” 

 

Be sure and read next month’s newsletter to hear what people 

said about the Bishop’s Pro-Life Dinner, which was held on 

Saturday, March 28th. 

 

Vivat Jesus! 

Chris Glaser 

http://tkofc.org/2007_Pro-Life.cfm  Texas State Pro-Life website 

 

Knights of Columbus Garage Sale 

 

Clean out the closets and the garage at home, the next K of C 

garage sale is scheduled for Saturday, May 16th. We are 

requesting donations of gently used items. The procedure is the 

same. Drop off donations Thursday evening (May 14th) in room 

124PC and/or Friday evening (May 15th) in rooms 124PC and 

125PC. Garage sale starts 7:00 am Saturday morning and ends at 

noon. We are asking for volunteers to help Friday night from 

6:00 pm to 9:00 pm and/or Saturday morning from 6:00 am to 

1:00 pm. In addition, volunteers with pickup trucks are needed 

that Friday night and/or Saturday morning. Please volunteer to 

help for a couple hours on Saturday morning, thanks. Contact 

Jon Hagarman (972) 680-9519 for additional info and to sign up. 

 

Jon 

 

Council Calendar 

 

April 2009   

Wed 1 7:00p Officers’ meeting 

Thu 2 7:00p Business meeting 

Sat 4 9:00a First Saturday 

Mass/Rosary 

Sun 5 All masses Breakfast Burritos 

Fri                 10 GOOD 

FRIDAY 

 

Sun 12 EASTER  

Wed 15 6:00p VA Hospital Visit 

Wed 15 7:30p 1st degree 

Thu 16  Clergy Appreciation 

Dinner 

Sat                25 8:00a 5K Run Celebration 

   

May 2009   

Sat 2 9:00a First Saturday 

Mass/Rosary 

Sun 3 All masses Breakfast Burritos 

Wed 6 7:00p Officers’ meeting 

Thu 7 7:00p Business meeting 

Sun 10 8:45a Corporate 

Communion 

Sat                16 7:00a Garage Sale 

Wed 20 6:00p VA Hospital Visit 

Wed 20 7:30p 1st degree 

Fri-Sun      29-31 See schedule Texas State 

Convention 

   

 



 

From the 

Newsletter Editor & 

1-Year Trustee  
   Brian Roeten 

2009-2010 Officer Planning 

 

If anyone would like to become more involved in the way our 

council operates, and would like to become an officer for the 

2009-2010 fraternal year, please contact me via 

BMRoeten@Verizon.net within the next month.  Requirement to 

be a KoC officer is a 3rd Degree member in good standing.   I 

hope to hear from you! 

 

Brian 

 

Newsletter Reminder 

 

Please send those new/updated e-mail addresses to: 

 Newsletter Editor/Website newsletter@kofc8954.com 

Brian  

 

Parish Lenten Fish Fry/Bake/Grill/Stew 

Many, many thanks to all the brothers who helped put on our 

Parish Lenten Fish Fry/Bake/Grill/Stew event on the last Friday 

evening of March.  Many appreciative and glowing comments 

came from our patronage.  This was as much or more a Parish 

social as it was a money-raiser for us.  Fortunately, we were able 

to successfully clear $400 for our valiant efforts.  We had some 

great help of busting tables from the youth.  Many brothers put in 

a great evening’s work, but Brother Jim Dulac was simply 

possessed washing pots and dishes most of the night, and was 

even quoted as saying: “You guys really use up a lot of pots and 

pans when you cook!”.   

Vivat Jesus! 

Brian 

 

 
Church Activities 

 

 
 

 

Men’s (& Women’s) ACTS Retreat(s) Scheduled 

 

The fourth St. Joseph Men’s ACTS Retreat is scheduled for 

this coming May 28
th
 - 31

st (Thursday evening through Sunday 

afternoon).  There will also be a prior St. Joseph Women’s 

ACTS Retreat that is scheduled for this coming May 7
th
 – 10

th. 

 

ACTS stands for Adoration, Community, Theology, & 

Service, and these four themes are woven throughout the 

weekend.  The interactive weekend is led by lay persons of faith, 

but supported by our priests, and sometimes bishops, for spiritual 

guidance.  It is a wonderful opportunity for some time apart from 

everyday life to reflect upon, and to deepen your relationship 

with God.  We pray that you will decide to join us. 

 

All Catholic men are urged to consider attending this potentially 

life changing event.  Cost to attend this retreat is approximately 

$160; however, financial assistance is available for those that 

need it.  Retreat will be held at the Briarwood Retreat Center in 

Argyle, TX.  Transportation is provided from and to St. Joseph 

Parish.  Registration forms are available in the narthex of St. 

Joseph Church, the Parish Office, from Daniel Basquez (972-

495-6948), from Frank Basquez (972-530-5507), or from any 

other ACTS Team member. 

 

ACTS Brother Brian 

 

 
Community Activities 

 

 
 

 

 
Food Drive Update 

 

Fellas, thanks for your support in gathering food for our Spring 

2009 Food Drive benefiting: Richardson Network and Good 

Samaritan of Garland. We were successful in collecting over 

2,200 pounds of food with only 550 bags disbursed. That's over 

4 lbs. per bag. You did a great job targeting those parishioners 

eager to receive a bag in this expression of charity. I would like 

to thank the following brothers for their support in pulling this 

off: Pete Catalina, Michael Condy, Jack Eickmann, John 

Jagielski, Steven Johnson, Brain Keelan, John La Greca, Joel 

Lanoux, Bill Mozley, Elmer Resko, Paul Sine, Isaac Sandoval, 

Richard Stanford, Derek Storey, Brian Tooley and those ushers 

that helped on the fly. 

 

Sincerely, 

Milton Catalina 

 
Prayer Requests  

David Endres, Hank Horton, Randy Bodin, Jack Stubbs, John 

Chauvin, John Kolich, Mary Ann Kolich, Lairy Johnson, Pepi 

Johnson, John Listi, Ed Biewer, Judy Harrell, Richard Harrell, 

Cathy Parker, Bill Richardson, Larry Pruitt, Omar Hernandez, 

Gin Eichman, Norma Murdoch, Joseph Marcel, Barbara 

Nauyokas, Bernice Howard, James Cavanaugh, Nkwako Osong, 

Pricilla Garcia, Lucille Thomas, Kate Berg, Ron Fuhrmann, 

Russell Eagleton, Milton Catalina, and all Service Men and 

Women serving abroad. 

 



Prayer Request 

 

My dad, Russell Eagleton, was injured on Monday, March 9 

while installing a playground at Liberty Elementary in Azle, TX. 

He is currently suffering paralysis due to swelling and nerve 

damage on the upper section of his spinal cord. Read "Full 

Story" for more details on the accident and "Journal" for daily 

updates. Feel free to drop us a line in the guestbook. 

 

www.caringbridge.org/visit/russelleagleton 

  

Love,  

Summer Crow 

 
Hello 8954, 

 

It has been a long time but we have been here now for 7 months 

and we are doing good - but it gets real COLD here.  The 1st of 

March we had snow.  Connie is working for the school district at 

a junior high in the office.  Scott is in the R O T C at his school.  

I am glad to hear that 8954 is doing ok with out me.  That’s all 

for now, but would like to hear from any of you.  My cell number 

is 253-266-9076, my email is mowerytacoma9@aol.com. 

 

Your brother in Christ, 

 

Nick 

 
From the Insurance Agent 
 

The laws and rules of our Order, as well as state (provincial) 

laws, specify that the Knights of Columbus may accept insurance 

applications only from Knights of Columbus members. As a 

member, you may apply for insurance on yourself, your wife and 

your minor children.  The Order’s Board of Directors has taken 

action, though, to assure that a Knight’s widow maintains the 

right to purchase additional insurance for a limited time. This can 

be of great benefit and comfort to those we leave behind. 

  

This “right to apply” is available only to the widows of insured 

members. If a member has not availed himself of our highly rated 

life insurance program, or purchased an annuity or long-term 

care policy, this benefit is not available to his widow. But if the 

member was an insured member, his widow has the right to 

apply for additional insurance on her life and on the lives of the 

member’s minor children. This right can be exercised for up to 

one year following the Order’s receipt of proof of the insured’s 

death. 

  

Tom Nelson 

tjjnelson@sbcglobal.net 972-562-5707 

 

 

 

 

 

For the Good of the Order 

Paid In Full 

After living what I felt was a 'decent' life, my time on earth came 

to the end.  

 

The first thing I remember is sitting on a bench in the waiting 

room of what I thought to be a court house. 

 

The doors opened and I was instructed to come in and have a 

seat by the defense table. As I looked around I saw the 

'prosecutor.' 

 

He was a villainous looking gent who snarled as he stared at me. 

He definitely was the most evil person I have ever seen. 

 

I sat down and looked to my left and there sat My Attorney, kind 

and gentle looking man whose appearance seemed so familiar to 

me, I felt I knew Him.  

 

The corner door flew open and there appeared the Judge in full 

flowing robes. 

He commanded an awesome presence as He moved across the 

room I couldn't take my eyes off of Him. 

 

As He took His seat behind the bench, He said, 'Let us begin.' 

 

The prosecutor rose and said, 'My name is Satan and I am here to 

show you why this man belongs in hell.' 

 

He proceeded to tell of lies that I told, things that I stole, and 

In the past when I cheated others. Satan told of other horrible 

Perversions that were once in my life and the more he spoke, the 

further down in my seat I sank.  

 

I was so embarrassed that I couldn't look at anyone, even my 

own Attorney, as the Devil told of sins that even I had 

completely forgotten about.  

 

As upset as I was at Satan for telling all these things about me, I 

was equally upset at My Attorney who sat there silently not 

offering any form of defense at all.  

 

I know I had been guilty of those things, but I had done some 

good in my life - couldn't that at least equal out part of the harm 

I'd done?  

 

Satan finished with a fury and said, 'This man belongs in hell, he 

is guilty of all that I have charged and there is not a person who 

can prove otherwise.'  

 

When it was His turn, My Attorney first asked if He might 

approach the bench.  The Judge allowed this over the strong 

objection of Satan, and beckoned Him to come forward. 

 

As He got up and started walking, I was able to see Him in His 

full splendor and majesty.   

 

I realized why He seemed so familiar; this was Jesus representing 



me, my Lord and my Savior.  He stopped at the bench and softly 

said to the Judge, 'Hi, Dad,' and then He turned to address the 

court. 

 

'Satan was correct in saying that this man had sinned, I won't 

deny any of these allegations. And, yes, the wages of sin is death, 

and this man deserves to be punished.' 

 

Jesus took a deep breath and turned to His Father with 

outstretched arms and proclaimed, 'However, I died on the cross 

so that this person might have eternal life and he has accepted 

Me as his Savior, so he is Mine.'  My Lord continued with, 'His 

name is written in the Book of Life, and no one can snatch him 

from Me. 

 

Satan still does not understand yet.  This man is not to be given 

justice, but rather mercy.'  

 As Jesus sat down, He quietly paused, looked at His Father and 

said, 'There is nothing else that needs to be done.' 

'I've done it all.' 

 

The Judge lifted His mighty hand and slammed the gavel down.  

The following words bellowed from His lips.  'This man is free.  

The penalty for him has already been paid in full. 'Case 

dismissed.' 

 

As my Lord led me away, I could hear Satan ranting and raving, 

'I won't give up, I will win the next one.'  

 

I asked Jesus as He gave me my instructions where to go next, 

'Have you ever lost a case?'  

 

Christ lovingly smiled and said, 'Everyone that has come to Me 

and asked Me to represent them has received the same verdict as 

you,  

~Paid In Full~' 

Author unknown. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Other Side 

A sick man turned to his doctor as he was preparing to          

leave the examination room and said,      

'Doctor, I am afraid to die.      

Tell me what lies on the other side.'      

Very quietly, the doctor said, 'I don't know.'      

'You don't know?  You’re, a Christian man,      

and don't know what's on the other side?'      

The doctor was holding the handle of the door;      

On the other side came a sound of scratching and whining,      

And as he opened the door, a dog sprang into the room      

and leaped on him with an eager show of gladness.      

Turning to the patient, the doctor said,      

  'Did you notice my dog?      

  He's never been in this room before.      

He didn't know what was inside.      

He knew nothing except that his master was here,      

  And when the door opened, he sprang in without fear.      

  I know little of what is on the other side of death,      

  But I do know one thing...      

  I know my Master is there and that is enough.'      

Author unknown. 
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